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The Prompter. 





Whatever, in Religion, zs holy, and fublime, 
whatever hath Paflion, im the Changes of Fortune, 
All Thefe make the Business of Poetry. 





is amiable, or grave, 








whatever, im Virtue, 


MILTON. 





FRIDAY, JUNE 25. 1736. 





@ MONG a thoufand abfurd 
Notions, which have been 
propagated, by, and con- 
cerning, the Theatres, It is 
one, that the Words, HEa- 
VEN, Gop, Saviour, and 
the Like, are profan’d, by 
pronouncing them on the 
Stazes. 














i 
V ~~ 
rs 


C KN ox 
a a 

oS Darl 

OND ine S 


& 


cpp): 


i o) 
Wo 


Now, fo far, This is probably true, that They 
fhou’d not be lightly, and impertinently, introduc’d, 
as they too often are in our Comepies. But, in 
fome Solemn, and Religious, Tranfports, wherein 
they often become zeceffary, in TRAGEDY, It is 
carrying our Zeal into Weakne/s, to object againft the 
Practice. 


ANp, as to PLavers Themfelves, when They 
difcover Scruples of this Kind, They make, (as in 
many other Cafes) a much more ridiculous Figure, 
than the Vazity natural to their Profeffion will allow 
them to refleét on. ——- Since fuch a flupid Conceffion 
amounts to a tacit Acknowledgement, that the Play- 
houfe is, (in Reality) what their Eneinies wou'd have 
it believ’d, the DeviL’s Political Nurfery: and that 
Players are Men, whofe Profeflion, or whole Lives, 
turn Religion into Grimace: and make a Farce of 
Good-meaning, by pretending to Sanctity. 


Bur, not to trouble ourfelves concerning the 
Notions of People, Few of whome either ave, or 
are thought to be, competent Judges even in the Bu- 
finefs which they live by, let us fee what a mutual De- 
pondance there is, between ReLicion, and Poetry, 
from the Opiniags of Scholars, and Reafoners : 
Men, who thought, before they determin d, and 
whofe Judgement upon this Point has been ftrongly 
colleéted by a late Eminent Critic, in a Preliminary 
Diftourfe to a ufeful, and laborious W ork, which 
he intended to have publifh’d, if the generous Appli- 
cation of our Great, /eading, Spirits, to the necellary 
Support of Mafguerade, Ball, and Opera, OUB- 
SCRIPTIONS, had butleft them at Lei/zre, to encou- 
rage {0 inferior a Profofal. 


Ir was my Purpofe (fays he) to fhew, both by 
Reafon, and Examples, that the Ute of Religion, 0 
Poetry, was abfolutely neceffary, to raife 1¢ to [ne 
ereatett Exalration: and, on the other Side, com 
Poetry was requilite, to Religion, in order to its 


making more forcible Impreffion upon the Minds of 
avien. 


of reconciling People toa Regulated Stage ; in {pight 
of the Grimaces of fome /piritual Comedians ; who 
have, themfelves, a mind to be the only 4@ors, in 
vogue: and who, in order to a total Suppreffion of the 
Stage, have endeavour’d to fet up Private Authorities, 
againft the Common Senfe of Mankind; and the 
Errors of two or three Church-men, againft Divine 
Infpiration.—For I appeal to any impartial Reader, 
whether the conftant Brattice, in all Ages, of the 
beit, and the braveft, Nations, may not pafs for the 
Common Senfe of Mankind. And we know very 
weil, that St. Paxl, whome we believe to have been 
Divinely infpir’d, has made Ufe of Heathen Poets, 
nay even of Heathen Dramatic Poets, for the Re- 
formation of Men: witnefs that famous Paflage, 
Evil Communication corrupts good Manners; which 
St. Paul, in his fecond Epiftle to the Corinthians, 
has borrow’d (fays Grotius) from the THats, of 
Menander. Now, how That, which was the 
Language of the Holy Ghoff, in the Mouth of Sr. 
Paul, comes to be the Language of the Devil, in 
Oxrs, I believe, our Bigots will find it a difficult 
Matter to fhew. 


AnD This, Ithought, wou’d bean effectual Way 





It is plain then, that Thefe Perfons, by defigning 
to tupprefs the Stage, which is the oz/y Encourage- 
ment that we have (in thefe [flands) for Poetry, ma- 
nifeftly intended to drive out fo noble and ufeful an 
Art, from among us; and, by that Means, endea- 
vour’d, with all their Might, to weaken the Power 
of Religion : which has need of Poetry, to make its 
urmoft Impreffions on the Mind. 


In fhort, almoft All, except the Ceremonial, and 
Hiftorical Part, of the OLD TEsTaMENT, was 
deliver’d iz Poetry : and that is almoft Ha/f of it.— 
Anda confiderable Part of the Doéfrize of the Go- 
SPEL was deliver’d in Parables, which, a: Lord 
Bacon obferves, in his Advancement of Learning, 
are a Kind of Divine Poetry. I might, here, 
alfo obferve, that not only Fob, and Solomon’s Song, 
and Partof the Prophets, but feveral of our Saviour’s 
we Parables, are, if not Dramatic Poems, yer 
Poetry, that is, Dramatical :—that is, Poetry, in 
which Perfons are introduc’d, who are ralking in 
Dialogue. 





tr OM 

















WXkd) 


From what has been faid, This Confequence 
muft undeniably follow,——thar, cither They who 
deliver’d our Religion were miftakexin the Maxner ok 
doing it, (which Suppokition is incontiftent. with Di- 
vinity, and Infpiration) or that It muft be most 
powerfully propagated, by the fame Means, by which 


it was deliver’d. 


I sEL1EvE, It wou'd be eafy to prove, that it was - 


the Ufe of Exalted Poetry, (fuch, as that lofty 
Hymn of St. Ambrofe) that blew up the Flame of 
Chtiftian Zeal, to fuch'a tranfporting Height, in the 
Primitive and Apoftolical Times: and that the Neg/e¢é 
of fo Divine an Art Htasnot only, in thefe latter Days, 
confiderably leffen’d the Force of Religion, but has 
(with forné People among us) gone a great Way to- 
ward making the Divine Worfhip contemptible.— 
But I leave it to-our Prelates, and Paftors, to contider, 
whether fince they are fatisfied that there is a Ne- 
ceffity for an harmonious, anda numerous Sty/e, in 
fome Parts of our Public Worfhip, They ought, fo 
long, to have remain’d contented with the vile Metre 
of Hopkins : and, by that Proceeding, to fuffer the 
moft lofty, and moft pathetic, Divine Poetry, to be 
burlefqwd, and ridiculd, in our CHURCHES! which 
isallone, asif, Each Surriay, they fhou’d drefs up a 
BisHop, in fome Antick Habit, and expofe him, in 
that merry Garb, to .raife the Veneration of the 
People. 


TuHat Poetry is neceffary, for inforcing Religion 
upon the Mind, may appear; -very plainly, from what 
has’ been faid, and frony:what will be faid, in the 
following Treatife. | But, fince our Clergy, by their 
conftant Practice, appear to be already fatisfied of it, 
I leavenit to Them to confider, whether they ought 
not rather to make it Part of their Bufinefs, to fet 
Poetry, (and confequently, the STAGE) upon a 
good Foot, rhan to endeavour, with all their Might, 
to drive out both from among us. 


Srxce I mention’d my Lovd Bacon, I dere the 


Reader’s Leave to lay before him a moft beautiful 
Paflage, of that great Genius, concerning the Worth, 
and the Ufe, of Poetry : which He ‘efteems to be 
the fecond Principal Branch of Learning. 


“ As for Narrative Poetry (fayshe) or, it you 
pleafe, Heroic Poetry, It feems to be rais‘d alto- 
“ gether frotia noble Foundation; which makes much 
“€ fot the Dignity of Man’s Nature. For, feeing the 
“ fenfible World is in Dignity, ixferior to the Soul 
“ of Man, Poetry feems to endow Human Nature 
“ with that, which Hiffory denies: and to give Sa- 
“ tisfaction to the Mind with, at leaft, the Shadow 
“ of Things, where the Subftance cannot be had.— 
“ For, if the Matter be thoroughly confider’d, a 


ce 


“ {trong Argument may be drawn, from Poezry, 
“ that a more ftately Greatne/s of Things, a more ° 


“ Perfect Order, and a more beautiful Variety, de- 
“ Jights the Sout of Man, than can, any Way, 
“ be found in‘ NATURE, fince the Fall. 
“ Wherefore, feeing the Actions, and Events, which 
: are the Subject of True Hiftory, are not of that 
“ Amplitude, as to content the Mind of Man, 
“ Poetry is ready athand, to ixvent Adis more He- 
“ roical———Becaule Hiffory reports the Succetfes of 
“ Bufinels, not in Proportion to the Merit of Vir- 
* tues, and Vices, -Poetry corrects thefe Eveats, 
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and reprefents Fortune, according to Deserts and 
the Laws of Providence.—Becaule Hiftory through 
the frequent Satiety, and Similitude, of Things, 


cc 
ce 


e“ works a Diftaft,.andMifprifion, in the Minds of — 
Men, Poetry chears, and retrefhes, the Soul, 
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chanting Things, rare and various, and full of 
Viciffitudes.—So as that Poetry ferves and conferrs 
to, Delectation, Magnanimity, and Morality : 
and, therefore, may. feem, defervedly, to have 
fome Participation of DIVINENESS, ——_eebe- 
caufe it raifes the Mind, and exalts the Spirit with 
. high Raptures, by proportioning the Appearance 
s of T sting to the Defires of the Mind, and fubmits 
(Bot the Mind, to the Appearance of Things, as 
both Reafox, and Hiffory, do.——And, by thefe 
Allurements, and Congruities, whereby it cherifhes 
7 the Soul, join’d allo with Harmony, whereby it 
;, may more fweetly infinuate itfelf, It hath won 
fuch Acce/s, that it hath been in Eftimation, even 
“ in Rude ‘Times, and Barbarous Nations. when 
“ other Learhing ftood excluded.” : 
Bur, becaufe Heroic Poetry has been but, barely 
negleéted among us, and the great Cry has been 
againft the Dramatic, let us fee,. what the fame Ex- 
traordinary Perfon fays, in his Defence of 'That. 


“ DRAMATICK, Or Reprefentative, Poetry, (fays 
he) which brings the World upon the Stage, is of 
“ excellent Ufe, if it were not abus’d. «For, the 
“ Inftructions, and Corruptions, of the Stage are 
“ Both, great: But, the Corruptions, in this Kind. 
“ abound, while the Difcipline is (in our Times) al. 
“ together zeglected. : For, altho’, in modern 
“ Common-wealths, Stage-Plays be -efteem’d but 
“ 4 Sport, or a Paftime, (unlefs they draw from the 
“ Satire, and be mordaut) yet, the Care of the 
“ Antients was, that the Stage fhou’d inftruét the 
“ Minds of Men, to Virtue.—Nay, wife Men, and 
“¢ great Philofophers, have accounted it as the Ar. 
“ chet, or mulical Bow, of the Mind. And 
“° certainly, itis moft true; and, as it were, a Secret, 
“ of Nature, that the'Minds of Men are. more 
“ patent to Aftections, and Impreffions, when cav- 
“ vregate, than folitary.” 


cc 








anon 


In this laft Obfervation, which is perfeSly beau- 
tiful, my Lord Bacon has given avery folid Reafon 
why the Drama muft be more ufeful than Hiftory. 
and more prevalent than Phifofophy.—And, a little 
Lower, he has given two more ; tho’ he has applied 
them to a Sort of Poetry, fomewhat different, and 
and Thofe Reafons are, that Dramatic Fables are 
more fexfible, than Argument ;-—~and more fit 
than Example. 


At the fame Time, that great Man declares 
(like a moft juft, and difcerning Judge,) thar the 
Modern Stage is but a Shadow of the Antient. and 
an imperfect Shadow.—————That it has fomethino 
of i’s Shew, but nothing of irs Reality. Thar vt 
is not only a vain, and an empty, but a dangerous 
Amufement.—-And He plainly taxes the Afoders 
Policy withthe Neglect of it’s Difcipline. 





INDEED, in This, as well as other Things, there is 
as great a Difference, between Antient, and Modern, 
f oLicy, as there is, between Antient and Modern 
UMPIRE. 





Printed for T. CoopeR, at the Globe in Pater-noffer Row : 
taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. 


Where Letters to the AUTHOR are 
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